
Marriage of Opposites      

“A luminous, Marquez-esque tale” (O, The Oprah Magazine) from the New York Times bestselling author 
of The Museum of Extraordinary Things: a forbidden love story set on a tropical island about the 
extraordinary woman who gave birth to painter Camille Pissarro—the Father of Impressionism. 

Growing up on idyllic St. Thomas in the early 1800s, Rachel dreams of life in faraway Paris. Rachel’s 
mother, a pillar of their small refugee community of Jews who escaped the Inquisition, has never 
forgiven her daughter for being a difficult girl who refuses to live by the rules. Growing up, Rachel’s 
salvation is their maid Adelle’s belief in her strengths, and her deep, life-long friendship with Jestine, 
Adelle’s daughter. But Rachel’s life is not her own. She is married off to a widower with three children 
to save her father’s business. When her older husband dies suddenly and his handsome, much younger 
nephew, Frédérick, arrives from France to settle the estate, Rachel seizes her own life story, beginning a 
defiant, passionate love affair that sparks a scandal that affects all of her family, including her favorite 
son, who will become one of the greatest artists of France. 

“A work of art” (Dallas Morning News), The Marriage of Opposites showcases the beloved, bestselling Alice 
Hoffman at the height of her considerable powers. “Her lush, seductive prose, and heart-pounding 
subject…make this latest skinny-dip in enchanted realism…the Platonic ideal of the beach read” 
(Slate.com). Once forgotten to history, the marriage of Rachel and Frédérick “will only renew your 
commitment to Hoffman’s astonishing storytelling” (USA TODAY) 
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Circling the Sun 
by Paula McLain 

Paula McLain, author of the phenomenal bestseller The Paris Wife, now returns with her keenly 
anticipated new novel, transporting readers to colonial Kenya in the 1920s. Circling the Sunbrings to life 
a fearless and captivating woman—Beryl Markham, a record-setting aviator caught up in a passionate 
love triangle with safari hunter Denys Finch Hatton and Karen Blixen, who as Isak Dinesen wrote the 
classic memoir Out of Africa. 

Brought to Kenya from England as a child and then abandoned by her mother, Beryl is raised by both 
her father and the native Kipsigis tribe who share his estate. Her unconventional upbringing transforms 
Beryl into a bold young woman with a fierce love of all things wild and an inherent understanding of 
nature’s delicate balance. But even the wild child must grow up, and when everything Beryl knows and 
trusts dissolves, she is catapulted into a string of disastrous relationships. 

Beryl forges her own path as a horse trainer, and her uncommon style attracts the eye of the Happy 
Valley set, a decadent, bohemian community of European expats who also live and love by their own 
set of rules. But it’s the ruggedly charismatic Denys Finch Hatton who ultimately helps Beryl navigate 
the uncharted territory of her own heart. The intensity of their love reveals Beryl’s truest self and her 
fate: to fly. 

Set against the majestic landscape of early-twentieth-century Africa, McLain’s powerful tale reveals the 
extraordinary adventures of a woman before her time, the exhilaration of freedom and its cost, and the 
tenacity of the human spirit. 
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My Brilliant Friend (Neapolitan Novels Series #1) 
by Elena Ferrante, Ann Goldstein 

A modern masterpiece from one of Italy’s most acclaimed authors, My Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense, 
and generous-hearted story about two friends, Elena and Lila. Ferrante’s inimitable style lends itself 
perfectly to a meticulous portrait of these two women that is also the story of a nation and a touching 
meditation on the nature of friendship. 

The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant neighborhood on the outskirts of Naples. Growing 
up on these tough streets the two girls learn to rely on each other ahead of anyone or anything else. As 
they grow, as their paths repeatedly diverge and converge, Elena and Lila remain best friends whose 
respective destinies are reflected and refracted in the other. They are likewise the embodiments of a 
nation undergoing momentous change. Through the lives of these two women, Ferrante tells the story 
of a neighborhood, a city, and a country as it is transformed in ways that, in turn, also transform the 
relationship between her protagonists, the unforgettable Elena and Lila. 

Ferrante is the author of three previous works of critically acclaimed fiction: The Days of Abandonment, 
Troubling Love, and The Lost Daughter. With this novel, the first in a tetralogy, she proves herself to be 
one of Italy’s great storytellers. She has given her readers a masterfully plotted page-turner, abundant 
and generous in its narrative details and characterizations, that is also a stylish work of literary fiction 
destined to delight her many fans and win new readers to her fiction. 
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